Rufous Hummingbird -  36 Blueberry Pond Dr., Brewster, Barnstable Co., MA.  30 Oct 2013
Data:


The following data were taken with the bird in hand @ 5:00 pm on 30 October 2013.  U S F&W band # 9000-51970 was placed on Right tarsus.

Wing chord


42.0 mm

Tail length

27 mm

Width rectrix #1

7.7 mm

Exposed culmen
16.5 mm

Width rectrix #5

3.2 mm

Weight


4.0 g

Emargination @ tip of  rec. #2  1.7 mm

Length white tip rec. #5  4.0 mm

Subcutaneous fat – Furcular hollow empty, but  layer of fat visible on abdomen.

Weak striations (= corrugations in Pyle 1997) were visible on the central upper mandible.  Plumage was 1st basic except for ca. 10% of rufous mantle feathers in an otherwise green mantle; also light bronze speckling on gorget with 9 iridescent red feathers (considered a partial presupplemental molt by Pyle).  Rectrix #1 showed extensive rufous at the base followed distally by black extending down the rachis, then green.  The emargination at the tip of rectrix #2 was visible on both webs.

Discussion:


The bird was hatched this year (HY) based on the remaining striations on the culmen (~ 30%) and the partial rufous feathering on the upperparts.  The extensive rufous on the basal 2/3+ of rectrix #1 indicates a male, and plumage characters are consistent with that:

Wing chord of 42.0 mm is in the range for S. rufus males and too long for S. s. sasin or S. sasin sedentarius males.  Tail length of 27 mm fits all rufus but is too long for all age/sex groups of S. s. sasin and all male S. s. sedentarius (Pyle 1997).  Width of rectrix #5 at 3.2 mm fits rufus and exceeds all S. s. sasin and S. s. sedentarius (Stiles 1972).

Emargination of 4.53 mm at the tip of rectrix #2 as in Fig. 3 B b p.29 in Stiles (1972) eliminates all HY males except rufus.  The color pattern of rectrix #1 was consistent with “immature male” rufus in Fig. 2 B b p.28 in Stiles (1972).
A reading through the key in Stiles pp. 31-32 is as follows:

1b. Throat whitish with flecks of red, green and/or bronzy (females and imm.) see 4.

4b. Rectrix 1 with basal 2/3 to ¾ rufous; tip green and black ….(imm. males) see 5.

5a. Rectrix 5 2.7 mm wide or more; distinct emargination of tip of rectrix 2 (S. rufus).
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Respectfully submitted,




Sue Finnegan 

Addendum: 11 Nov. 2013 Email from Sue Finnegan

Hi Matt,

Attached is a write up and photos of a Rufous Hummingbird I banded at my house on 30 Oct 2013 and a pic of him sitting on the feeder today. Didn't have to travel too far for this one!! :>)

Sue

Sue Finnegan

Wing Island Banding Station

Cape Cod Museum of Natural History

Brewster MA 02631

http://www.capecodbander.blogspot.com
Home: 508-896-7083
Cell: 508-868-7633
Addendum: 26 Jan 2014 Email:

Hi Matt,

The last date for my Rufous was 12/19. I saw him at 8 in the morning and then not again. I had a friend come over to see him that day so that is how I am so sure of the time. It was the first of 4 days that was so warm here for this time of year so I am certain he knew somehow and knew it was a good time to head south before heading west.
