Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris)  - Falmouth, Barnstable Co., MA.,  12 Nov 2012
Data:


The following data were taken with the bird in hand @ 0950 on 12 November 2012.  U S F&W band # 9000-51878 was placed on right tarsus.

Wing chord


42.8 mm

Tail length

25 mm

Exposed culmen
            18.5 mm                      Weight


3.2 g
Subcutaneous fat – Furcular hollow partially full (rate of 2 based on MAPS protocol).
No striations (= corrugations in Pyle 1997) were visible on the lateral upper mandible.  Plumage was adult basic with bright green feathers on back.
Discussion:

The bird was aged as AHY (after hatch year) based on no striations on the culmen and bright green plumage on upperparts. Sex was assigned as female based on no red feathers in gorget and the shape and presence of outer webbing on p6.
There are four other hummingbird species in the U.S. that can superficially resemble Ruby-throated Hummingbird (Archilochus colubris) females; Black-chinned Hummingbird (Archilochus alexandri), Calliope Hummingbird (Stellula calliope), Anna’s Hummingbird (Calypte anna), and Costa’s Hummingbird (Calypte costae). Although not shown well in the photos, Calliope, Anna’s, and Costa’s can all be eliminated by primaries 1-6 being narrower than the outer primaries 7-10 (Pyle 1997 Table 2) in A. colubris and visual observation showed this to be true. The wing chord in C. anna would be much longer than this bird. A S. calliope would have a much shorter tail. C. costae  has a more restricted range than the other species. A. alexandri can be eliminated by the presence of all green back and forehead .  A. alexandri would have a dusky or brownish forehead without green, back would be bronzy or grayish-green, and p10 of the female would be blunter similar to the picture of Fig. 97DE in Pyle (1997). 
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Respectfully submitted,




Sue Finnegan 
