This rare bird report template is used for the Michigan Bird Records Committee.

1. Species. 

Yellow-rumped Warbler (Aububon’s) Setophaga coronata auduboni
2. Number of individuals.

1

3. Date and time of sighting.  (Please be sure to indicate how long your observations lasted.)

21 Nov 2014 and 23 Nov 2013

4. County.

Plymouth

5. Exact location. (Please be as specific as possible, including nearest crossroads; include GPS coordinates if known, as well as coordinate system and receiver type.)

Stodder’s Neck, seen in several places around the small peninsula

6. Detailed description of appearance. (Please be as specific as you can, and include if possible: size; shape; bill, eye, and leg characteristics; color and pattern of plumage; and any other features that you observed. This is the most important part of your submission.)

I had just started playing the familiar “chickadees scolding screech-owl” track on my phone, and immediately several chickadees came to scold me. With the chickadees was a junco and a drab warbler. I first identified the bird as a Yellow-rumped Warbler due to the bright yellow sides of the breast, and I was immediately suspicious that the bird was an Audubon’s due to the bright yellow throat. The bird was actively feeding with the chickadees, and over 15 minutes of observation, I saw the bird about five times and was able to view it for two minutes total, which I felt was long enough to see the critical field marks well enough to be confident of the identification. As I said, the yellow on the sides of the breast and throat stood out. The face was completely plain gray except for two thin, but prominent white eye arcs. There was absolutely no supercilium, and there was no paleness wrapping around the side of the neck just below the auricular. The streaking on the flanks was noticeable, but in my opinion less distinct than what I’ve seen on the average Myrtle. The back was gray and lightly streaked with darker gray streaks. There were two wingbars on the greater and median coverts, and otherwise the wing was gray. I did not count the number of rectrices that had white, but the white spots on the two outermost rectrices was very small compared to what I see on the average Myrtle.

I made these observations on the 21st, but was not so critical when the bird appeared to be continuing on the 23rd. However, on the 23rd I noted a warbler with yellow sides to the breast, a yellow throat, and a very plain gray head with no hint of a supercilium. 

7. Description of voice.

The bird was calling frequently, about once every minute or two. I’ve heard the chips as being described both as softer and harsher than Myrtle chips, and I personally would say the chips this bird gave were a little harsher than the average, watery “chup” call of a Myrtle. The call seemed to be slightly upslurred, in contrast to a Myrtle, which has a flat call. The call was a little higher pitched than a Myrtle call. The calls were consistent with the calls I’ve heard many Audubon’s give in the western US. 

8. Behaviors observed.

It was actively gleaning insects and I believe some juniper berries.

9. Habitat.

The vegetation was 5-7 meters tall and ragned from thickets to mixed small deciduous and juniper trees.
10. Similar species and how eliminated.

I don’t feel any other species are similar given the isolated yellow sides of the breast, but “Myrtle” Yellow-rumped Warbler is a similar subspecies. This subspecies is eliminated by the yellow throat, plain gray face with no supercilium, and different call notes. I don’t feel any characters suggested “Myrtle”, so the hybrid theory should not be invoked.

11. Previous experience with this species and similar species.

I’ve seen and heard many Audubon’s Warbler in the western United States on various trips to Oregon ,Washington, California, Arizona, New Mexico, and Nevada.

12. Distance from bird(s) and how measured or estimated (indicate which).

At times the distance was only three meters, other times the bird was up to 10 meters away. This distance is estimated visually. I have been trained to estimate distance visuallt and regularly check that my estimates are accurate.

13. Optical equipment used.

Zeiss 10x42 HT binoculars.

14. Light (sunny versus cloudy, position of sun in relation to bird[s] and you).

Viewed in sunny and shaded conditions. The bird was mostly well lit, with the sun on the bird.

15. Other observers. (For each please give contact information, if known.)

Many other observers saw this bird.

16. Did the others agree with your identification? (If not, then please explain.)

Yes.

17. When did you first write down notes describing the bird(s) in question? (If you have field notes, or notes written within a few days after returning from the field, then please include scans or photocopies of them with your submission.)

I first wrote down notes about 30 minutes after the sighting, and I used these notes to formulate this report.

18. Books and other references consulted.

Birds of North America Online subscription

19. Were the references consulted before or after you first wrote down a description?
References were consulted after writing this report. At the time of the sighting, I was familiar with the differences between Myrtle and Audubon’s since I serve on the Michigan Bird Records Committee, and we review Aubudon’s Warblers.

20. How did the references influence the description?

They did not.

21. Were photographs obtained?  (If so, then please submit the highest-resolution photos; you can include photofiles with your email or contact the secretary to arrange transfer of prints.)

Yes.

22. Your name.

Sean Williams

23. Your email address.

seanbirder@gmail.com

24. Your home address.

4465 Kenneth Dr. #D4

Okemos, MI 48864

25. Date you filled out this form.

30 Nov 2014

